
International Conference on 
“Circulating Social Science Knowledge”

27th - 29th September, 2012 - University of Freiburg - Freiburg - Germany

Conference Venue: Freiburg Institute for Advanced Studies (FRIAS), 

 Albertstraße 19, Seminarraum (ground floor)

Please note: the Conference will be held in English

CONFERENCE PROGRAMME
(Last update: Sept. 28th, 2012) 

Day 1 – Thursday, Sept. 27th

08.30- 09.00
Registration

09.00-09.30
Official Welcome

09.30-12.00

“World-café”: Introductory Conversation Circles 

Simultaneously:
Coffee & Tea

12.00-13.30 
Lunch at the “Mensa Institutsviertel"

13.30-15.30

Session I: Working on Concepts
Chair: Wiebke Keim, University of Freiburg, Germany

Niilo Kauppi, University of Strasbourg, France
Paper: “Theoretical Approaches to the Study of the Circulation of   Ideas”  

Shalini Randeria, University of Geneva, Switzerland (CANCELLED)
Paper: “Critical Regionalism through the Lens of Entanglements  “  
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http://www.uni-freiburg.de/start-en.html?set_language=en
https://www.gesellschaftswissen.uni-freiburg.de/conference2012-en/List_abstracts_2012#Randeria
https://www.gesellschaftswissen.uni-freiburg.de/conference2012-en/List_abstracts_2012#Randeria
http://www.unige.ch/ses/faculte/departements/dsoc.html
http://www.ethno.uzh.ch/aboutus/people/shaliniranderia_en.html
http://www.gesellschaftswissen.uni-freiburg.de/conference2012-en/List_abstracts_2012#Kauppi
http://www.gesellschaftswissen.uni-freiburg.de/conference2012-en/List_abstracts_2012#Kauppi
http://prisme.u-strasbg.fr/gspe.htm
http://prisme.u-strasbg.fr/kauppi.htm
http://www.gesellschaftswissen.uni-freiburg.de/das-team-en/dr.-wiebke-keim-projektleitung
http://www.studentenwerk.uni-freiburg.de/en/essen-trinken/mensen-und-cafes/mensa-institutsviert/
http://www.frias.uni-freiburg.de/home-en/view?set_language=en
http://www.gesellschaftswissen.uni-freiburg.de/startseitezitat-en?set_language=en
http://www.uni-freiburg.de/start-en.html?set_language=en


Per Wisselgren, Ume  å University  , Sweden
Paper: “  Intersectional Peripheries: On the Circulation between Academic   

and Non-academic Contexts in the History of Social Scientific 
Knowledge.  ”  

Wiebke Keim, University Freiburg (Germany) (short-time added)
“The concept of Circulation”

15.30-16.00 
Coffee break / Tea time

16.00-18.00

Session II: Theoretically Grounded Acceptance and Rejection of 
Mainstream Approaches and Models in the Global South
Chair: Gernot Saalmann, University of Freiburg, Germany

Karl von Holdt, University of the Witwatersrand, South Africa, 
(live online connection)

Paper: “Western Theory, Southern Engagement: Bourdieu, Social Order and 
South African Ruptures.”

Mary E. John, Centre for Women’s Development Studies, India
Paper: “  Feminist Vocabularies in Time and Space.”  

Türkay S. Nefes, Department of Sociology, St Antony’s College, University of 
Oxford, UK

Paper: “Ziya Gökalp’s Use of Emile Durkheim’s Sociology in his Attempt to 
Create a Modern Turkey.”

Jimi O. Adesina, University of the Western Cape, South Africa 
(live online connection)

Paper: “Inducing Epistemic Dependence: The Making and Itinerary of ‘Public 
Sociology.”

19.30
Dinner at the “Restaurant Vorderhaus“, Habsburgerstraße 9

Day 2 – Friday, Sept. 28th

8.30-10.30

Session III: Theoretically Relevant Alternatives from the Global 
South
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http://www.vorderhaus-restaurant.de/
https://www.gesellschaftswissen.uni-freiburg.de/conference2012-en/List_abstracts_2012#Adesina
https://www.gesellschaftswissen.uni-freiburg.de/conference2012-en/List_abstracts_2012#Adesina
http://www.uwc.ac.za/index.php?module=cms&action=showfulltext&id=gen11Srv7Nme54_5808_1210050439&menustate=dept_anthro
http://www.nai.uu.se/about/nai-associates/CV-Jimi-Adesina2.pdf
https://www.gesellschaftswissen.uni-freiburg.de/conference2012-en/abstracts_2012#Nefes
https://www.gesellschaftswissen.uni-freiburg.de/conference2012-en/abstracts_2012#Nefes
http://www.ox.ac.uk/
http://www.ox.ac.uk/
http://www.sociology.ox.ac.uk/
http://www.sociology.ox.ac.uk/index.php/staff-profiles/turkay-salim-nefes.html
https://www.gesellschaftswissen.uni-freiburg.de/conference2012-en/List_abstracts_2012#John
https://www.gesellschaftswissen.uni-freiburg.de/conference2012-en/List_abstracts_2012#John
http://www.cwds.org/
http://www.cwds.org/we&ourpeople.htm#Mary_E._John
https://www.gesellschaftswissen.uni-freiburg.de/conference2012-en/List_abstracts_2012#Holdt
https://www.gesellschaftswissen.uni-freiburg.de/conference2012-en/List_abstracts_2012#Holdt
http://www.swopinstitute.org.za/
http://www.swopinstitute.org.za/KarlvonHoldt
http://www.soziologie.uni-freiburg.de/
http://www.soziologie.uni-freiburg.de/personen/gsaalmann
http://www.gesellschaftswissen.uni-freiburg.de/conference2012-en/List_abstracts_2012#Wisselgren
http://www.gesellschaftswissen.uni-freiburg.de/conference2012-en/List_abstracts_2012#Wisselgren
http://www.gesellschaftswissen.uni-freiburg.de/conference2012-en/List_abstracts_2012#Wisselgren
http://www.gesellschaftswissen.uni-freiburg.de/conference2012-en/List_abstracts_2012#Wisselgren
http://www.gesellschaftswissen.uni-freiburg.de/conference2012-en/List_abstracts_2012#Wisselgren
http://www.soc.umu.se/english/
http://www.soc.umu.se/english/
http://www.umu.se/sok/english/staff-directory/view-person?uid=perwin95


Chair: Gregor Dobler, University of Freiburg, Germany

Syed Farid Alatas, National University of Singapore, Singapore 
(live online connection)

Paper: “The Development and Abortion of an Alternative Tradition in Modern 
Sociology: The Case of Ibn Khaldun.“

Fernanda Beigel, CONICET and National University of Cuyo, Argentina
Paper: “The Politics of   Academic Autonomy in Latin America during the   

1960-1970s.”

Ari Sitas, University of Cape Town, South Africa
Paper: “Narrative, Allegory and Sociology - A Critique of Post-Colonial 

Dispositions.”

10.30-11.00
Coffee break

11.00-13.00

Session IV: Social Scientific South-South Cooperations
Chair: Ercüment Çelik, University of Freiburg, Germany

Edward Webster, University of the Witwatersrand, South Africa
Paper: “Building a Social Science for the Global South: An Assessment of 

the Circulation of Social Knowledge in a South-South Research 
Network.”

Teresa Valdes, Center for the Study and Development of Women (CEDEM), 
Chile 

Paper: “  Social Movements and South-South Academic Cooperation: The   
Case of Gender Studies from Latin America.”

Sumangala Damodaran, Ambedkar University, India
Paper: "Understanding the Relationship Between Art and Social Movements – 

Towards an Alternative Methodology.”

“.”

13.00-14.30 
Lunch at the “Mensa Institutsviertel"
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http://www.studentenwerk.uni-freiburg.de/en/essen-trinken/mensen-und-cafes/mensa-institutsviert/
https://www.gesellschaftswissen.uni-freiburg.de/conference2012-en/Conf12_abstr_final#Damodaran
https://www.gesellschaftswissen.uni-freiburg.de/conference2012-en/Conf12_abstr_final#Damodaran
https://www.gesellschaftswissen.uni-freiburg.de/conference2012-en/Conf12_abstr_final#Damodaran
https://www.gesellschaftswissen.uni-freiburg.de/conference2012-en/Conf12_abstr_final#Damodaran
http://www.braou.ac.in/
http://www.aud.ac.in/AUD%20Fac%20Profiles/Sumangala%20Damodaran%20Profile.pdf
https://www.gesellschaftswissen.uni-freiburg.de/conference2012-en/List_abstracts_2012#Valdez
https://www.gesellschaftswissen.uni-freiburg.de/conference2012-en/List_abstracts_2012#Valdez
https://www.gesellschaftswissen.uni-freiburg.de/conference2012-en/List_abstracts_2012#Vadez
http://www.cedem.cl/cedem.htm
http://www.cedem.cl/C01_quienes/02_equipo/equipo/A_04.html
https://www.gesellschaftswissen.uni-freiburg.de/conference2012-en/List_abstracts_2012#Webster
https://www.gesellschaftswissen.uni-freiburg.de/conference2012-en/List_abstracts_2012#Webster
https://www.gesellschaftswissen.uni-freiburg.de/conference2012-en/List_abstracts_2012#Webster
http://www.swopinstitute.org.za/
http://www.swopinstitute.org.za/EdwardWebster
http://www.gesellschaftswissen.uni-freiburg.de/das-team-en/dr.-ercuement-celik-wissenschaftlicher-mitarbeiter
http://www.sociology.uct.ac.za/
http://www.sociology.uct.ac.za/staff/sitas/
http://www.gesellschaftswissen.uni-freiburg.de/conference2012-en/List_abstracts_2012#Beigel
http://www.gesellschaftswissen.uni-freiburg.de/conference2012-en/List_abstracts_2012#Beigel
http://www.gesellschaftswissen.uni-freiburg.de/conference2012-en/List_abstracts_2012#Beigel
http://www.fcp.uncu.edu.ar/
http://www.conicet.gov.ar/web/conicet/inicio
http://chercheurs.msh-paris.fr/fileadmin/Documents/Listes%20de%20publications/BEIGEL%20CV%20et%20Publicacions.doc
https://www.gesellschaftswissen.uni-freiburg.de/conference2012-en/List_abstracts_2012#Alatas
https://www.gesellschaftswissen.uni-freiburg.de/conference2012-en/List_abstracts_2012#Alatas
https://www.gesellschaftswissen.uni-freiburg.de/conference2012-en/List_abstracts_2012#Alatas
http://www.fas.nus.edu.sg/soc/
http://www.fas.nus.edu.sg/soc/faculty/staff_pages/sfa.htm
https://www.ethno.uni-freiburg.de/
http://portal.uni-freiburg.de/ethnologie/mitarbeiter/prof/dobler


14.30-16.30

Session V: Epistemological Rearrangement of the Social Sciences 
after the Critique of Eurocentrism and Post-Colonial Paradigm 
Shifts
Chair: Reinhart Kößler, Arnold-Bergstraesser-Institut (ABI), Germany

Raewyn Connell and Nour Dados, University of Sydney, Australia
(live online connection)

Paper: “Theorising Market Society on a World Scale: Mbeki, Amin, 
Domingues, Boito.”

Boike Rehbein, Humboldt-University Berlin, Germany
Paper: “Epistemology in a Multicentric World.”

Gurminder K. Bhambra, University of Warwick, United Kingdom
Paper: “Towards a Global Sociology: From Ethnocentrism to Connected 

Historical Sociologies.” 

16:30-17:00
Hermann Schweng  el  , Director, Institute of Sociology, and Vice-Chancellor, 

University of Freiburg (CANCELLED)

17.00-17.30
Coffee break / Tea time

17.30-19.00

Guided Tour: Freiburg’s Colonial Past, conducted by the “Freiburg Postkolonial” 
Association

19.30
Dinner at the “Restaurant Harmonie“, Grünwälderstraße 16-18

Day 3 – Saturday, Sept. 29th

Work-in-Progress Discussion Sessions
8.30-10.30 

Wiebke Keim, 
Research Project: Sequences of the Circulation of Social Science Knowledge 

between Europe and the Muslim World.
Chair: Janice Busingye,
Discussants: Syed Fa  rid Alata  s  , Sabine Ammon, Ari S  itas  , 

Dalia Wahdan,
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http://www.academia.edu/attachments/11456400/download_file
http://www.sociology.uct.ac.za/staff/sitas/
http://www.sociology.uct.ac.za/staff/sitas/
http://eikones.ch/nc/personen/detail/person/1891/Sabine_Ammon.html
http://www.fas.nus.edu.sg/soc/faculty/staff_pages/sfa.htm
http://www.fas.nus.edu.sg/soc/faculty/staff_pages/sfa.htm
http://www.fas.nus.edu.sg/soc/faculty/staff_pages/sfa.htm
http://cees.mak.ac.ug/people/dr-busingye-janice-d
http://www.gesellschaftswissen.uni-freiburg.de/das-projekt-en/moderne-rationalitaet-und-widerstand-europaeische-gesellschaftstheorie-und-ihre-kritik-in-der-forderung-nach-islamisierung-und-indigenisierung-arbeitstitel?set_language=en
http://www.gesellschaftswissen.uni-freiburg.de/das-projekt-en/moderne-rationalitaet-und-widerstand-europaeische-gesellschaftstheorie-und-ihre-kritik-in-der-forderung-nach-islamisierung-und-indigenisierung-arbeitstitel?set_language=en
http://www.gesellschaftswissen.uni-freiburg.de/das-team-en/dr.-wiebke-keim-projektleitung
http://www.harmonie-restaurant.de/
http://www.freiburg-postkolonial.de/
http://www.freiburg-postkolonial.de/
http://www.soziologie.uni-freiburg.de/
http://www2.soziologie.uni-freiburg.de/Personen/schwengel/vita.php
http://www2.soziologie.uni-freiburg.de/Personen/schwengel/vita.php
https://www.gesellschaftswissen.uni-freiburg.de/conference2012-en/List_abstracts_2012#Bhambra
https://www.gesellschaftswissen.uni-freiburg.de/conference2012-en/List_abstracts_2012#Bhambra
http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/soc/sociology/
http://www2.warwick.ac.uk/fac/soc/sociology/staff/academicstaff/bhambra/gurminderkbhambra
https://www.gesellschaftswissen.uni-freiburg.de/conference2012-en/List_abstracts_2012#Rehbein
http://iaaw.hu-berlin.de/transformation/
http://iaaw.hu-berlin.de/transformation/mitarbeiter/rehbein
https://www.gesellschaftswissen.uni-freiburg.de/conference2012-en/List_abstracts_2012#Connell-Dados
https://www.gesellschaftswissen.uni-freiburg.de/conference2012-en/List_abstracts_2012#Connell-Dados
http://sydney.edu.au/education_social_work/
http://fdp.edsw.usyd.edu.au/users/ndados
http://www.raewynconnell.net/
http://www.arnold-bergstraesser.de/cms2/index.php/en/
http://www.arnold-bergstraesser.de/cms2/index.php/de/mitarbeiter/mitarbeiterblog/112-mitarbeiterkoessler


10.30-11.00 
Coffee break

11.00-13.00 
Ercüment Çelik, 
Research Project: From Transfer to     Circulation of Knowledge in the South   

African Labour Movement.
Chair: Boike Rehbein
Discussants: Sumangala Damodaran, Ari Sitas, Edward Webster,

13.00-14.30 
Lunch at the "FRIAS' Lounge”

14.30-16.30 
Veronika Wöhrer, (live online connection)
Research Project: Gender Studies as Sites of Transnational Encounters?
Chair: Jana Häberlein
Discussants: Miriam N  and  i  , Mary E. John, Raewyn Connell (written 

comment), 

16.30-17.00 
Coffee break / Tea time

17.00-19.00 
Christian Ersche, 
Research Project: The Rejection of Europe as the Basis for South-South 

Alliances
Chair: Wiebke Keim,
Discussants: Reinhart Kößler, P  aruedee Nguitragool  

19.00
Closure of the Conference, official farewell

19.30
Dinner at the “Ganter Brauereiausschank”, Münsterplatz 18-20
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http://www.ganter-brauereiausschank.de/
http://www.southeastasianstudies.uni-freiburg.de/areastudies/participants/associated-scholars/paruedee-nguitragool
http://www.southeastasianstudies.uni-freiburg.de/areastudies/participants/associated-scholars/paruedee-nguitragool
http://www.arnold-bergstraesser.de/cms2/index.php/de/mitarbeiter/mitarbeiterblog/112-mitarbeiterkoessler
http://www.gesellschaftswissen.uni-freiburg.de/das-team-en/dr.-wiebke-keim-projektleitung
http://www.gesellschaftswissen.uni-freiburg.de/das-projekt-en/die-zurueckweisung-europas-als-ausgangspunkt-fuer-sued-sued-allianzen-arbeitstitel
http://www.gesellschaftswissen.uni-freiburg.de/das-projekt-en/die-zurueckweisung-europas-als-ausgangspunkt-fuer-sued-sued-allianzen-arbeitstitel
http://www.gesellschaftswissen.uni-freiburg.de/das-team-en/christian-ersche-m.a.-wissenschaftlicher-mitarbeiter
http://www.raewynconnell.net/
http://www.cwds.org/we&ourpeople.htm#Mary_E._John
http://www.anglistik.uni-freiburg.de/seminar/abteilungen/literaturwissenschaft/ls_fludernik/staff/nandi
http://www.anglistik.uni-freiburg.de/seminar/abteilungen/literaturwissenschaft/ls_fludernik/staff/nandi
http://genderstudies.unibas.ch/zentrum/personen/profil/portrait/person/haeberlein/
http://www.gesellschaftswissen.uni-freiburg.de/das-projekt-en/gender-studies-als-orte-transnationaler-begegnungen-arbeitstitel
http://www.gesellschaftswissen.uni-freiburg.de/das-team-en/dr.-veronika-woehrer-wissenschaftliche-mitarbeiterin
http://www.swopinstitute.org.za/EdwardWebster
http://www.sociology.uct.ac.za/staff/sitas/
http://www.aud.ac.in/AUD%20Fac%20Profiles/Sumangala%20Damodaran%20Profile.pdf
http://iaaw.hu-berlin.de/transformation/mitarbeiter/rehbein
http://www.gesellschaftswissen.uni-freiburg.de/das-projekt-en/die-europaeische-erfahrung-als-modell-2013-zur-uebertragung-von-europaeischen-gewerkschaftstheorien-und-strategien-nach-suedafrika-und-in-die-tuerkei-arbeitstitel?set_language=en
http://www.gesellschaftswissen.uni-freiburg.de/das-projekt-en/die-europaeische-erfahrung-als-modell-2013-zur-uebertragung-von-europaeischen-gewerkschaftstheorien-und-strategien-nach-suedafrika-und-in-die-tuerkei-arbeitstitel?set_language=en
http://www.gesellschaftswissen.uni-freiburg.de/das-projekt-en/die-europaeische-erfahrung-als-modell-2013-zur-uebertragung-von-europaeischen-gewerkschaftstheorien-und-strategien-nach-suedafrika-und-in-die-tuerkei-arbeitstitel?set_language=en
http://www.gesellschaftswissen.uni-freiburg.de/das-team-en/dr.-ercuement-celik-wissenschaftlicher-mitarbeiter

